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Existing Site

Views towards 
Harrison Road Bridge

Views down the Union Canal

Union Canal
[Scheduled Monument]

Views across to Harrison Park

Harrison Road Bridge
[C Listed]

Polwarth Parish Church
B Listed

44 Polwarth Terrace
B Listed

Site access via existing opening in 
bridge wall and steps down

Merchiston and Greenhill
Conservation Area 
[Purple Area]

Private gardens to the
East. Impact to be
minimised.
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View of Harrison Road Bridge & existing entrance to site

View of Harrison Road Bridge & existing steps

View of from Harrison Road Bridge 

View south along the Union Canal
Existing Site Photos
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Brief

The Canoe Club has set out their requirements for 
improving their current offering to their members and 
the wider public.

•	 Level access from Harrison Road for public access 
as well as lifting boats from the road down to the 
canal.

•	 Lift access to allow for full disabled access to the 
canal side.

•	 Canoe storage and maintenance facilities
•	 Improve access from bank to canal, for easier 

launching of canoes.
•	 Changing and drying faculties for the club
•	 A heating classroom / cafe space
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Concept Diagram

Edge of paved bank 
(red)

Ribbon elevation flows 
along canal bank following 

line of paved area
(green)

Circulation to 
canal side

Roof oversailing

Storage building bookends 
site and holds external 

teaching area
External vertical 

circulation
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Concept Section 

Reduced width between 
building and boundary 
wall for maintenance only

Under building void gives 
space for services while 
maintaining the existing 
bank

‘Light touch’ 
Simple pile/pad 
foundations at approx. 
2m centers

PV Cells

Service routes

Shallow pitch reduces 
visual impact on 
neighbouring properties

Pedestrian route cantilevered over 
bank, thus reducing impact on canal 

wall and bank

Existing canal wall

Raised deck/floor level improves 
accessibility by reducing the height 

difference to bridge/road level
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Bridge Level
Building Concept 

Increased width of 
opening between 

pavement and club 
facilities to aid disabled 

access and movement of 
canoes

Light connection between 
access and listed bridge Photovoltaic Cells

Lift and staircase visible to passing 
public thus helping to show the 

accessibility of the new club building

Lift provides accessible route 
between Harrison Road and the canal 

level
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Canal Level
Building Concept

Covered space and bench seating 
gives an area for preparation and 
tuition prior to entering the water

Existing staircase to be removed 
to make way for accessible 

shower & WC for canal users

Lift improves accessibility 
between Harrison Road 

and the canal level

Area adjacent to bridge 
to have hard standing 
removed and replaced 
with soft landscaping 

to enhance biodiversity 
and encourage wildlife

Existing stepped route from 
property maintained

Access between boundary 
wall and proposed building for 

maintenance

New route to cantilever over grassy 
bank to allow safe route around 

building

Ribbon facade in timber gives a 
natural flow to the external circulation 
space as well as providing the required 

accommodation within the building

Timber ribbon facade links the main 
building with the storage building, 

and also gives a break out area with 
benches for teaching

Views down canal 
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View from Harrison Bridge 
Concept 3D Massing

Single storey 
club house and 

storage buildings 
reduce massing

Storage building 
‘book-ends’ the 

site

Cafe and 
teaching 

space provide 
community hub

External staircase 
and simple lift give 

minimal connection to 
listed bridge
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Entrance from Harrison Bridge 
Gate to be 

formed to close 
off entrance

Landing for 
staircase and lift
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Entrance steps from Harrison Bridge 
Wider space at base of 
stairs to aid transfer of 

canoes
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View from Harrison Park 
Concept 3D Massing

Covered area to 
brief students 

prior to entering 
the water

Storage building 
‘book-ends’ the 

site

Viewing location 
at canal level to 
watch tuition in 

progress
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Walkway to front of club house
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Cafe / Teaching Space / Store

StoreTeaching/Social 
Area with built in 

bench seating

Cafe



Forth Canoe Club, Edinburgh

Cafe / Teaching Space 
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Material Ideas

We are looking at using a simple pallet of soft timber 
and zinc, which compliment the setting of the park, 
canal and adjacent bridge.
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Existing Site & Concept Site Massing


